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Drive to Dipton. By the garage, 
‘ ^ turn onto the Dipton-Castle Rock 
Rd and cross the Oreti River. Take the sec¬ 
ond turn left (2km after the garage) onto 
the Dipton-Mossburn Rd. Drive for 
14km past the first large outcrop (with a 
limeworks). I he crag is the next series of 
limestone ribs near the road. Please use the 
farm gate and close it after you. 

© Not all of the climbs see regular 
ascents and the rock tends to grow 
fine lichen that feels like ball bearings 
under your toes. It helps to top-rope clean 
the climbs before leading them (this can 
make several grades difference). Take an 
arsenal of plastic brushes, from toothbrush 
size to a large scrubber. 


Some routes have single bolt anchors, these 
can often be backed up with a matagouri 
bush, so it helps to have some long slings. 

The crag is closed for lambing in 
September. 

If it has been wet, take sturdy shoes or 
gumboots that you dont mind g ctnn r 
slathered in glorious mud. 

There is no fresh water near the crag, h llC 
there is a toilet ol sorts at the south er 

Basic groceries can be found at the D‘l 

Store but the nearest accommodation » 

8km south of Dipton at the Benmore P^ 
It is difficult to find a place to camp 
the crag, but there is a reserve nea 
Oreti River Bridge (David Mdhga n 
in Dipton. 
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Tlarth End Uuttress 

This north-facing wall is 50m right of the North 
End Slabs. 


19 Climbing By Numbers 16m 

A slabby start with some awkward 
climbing past the 2nd bolt. Sidepull 
through another crux on the water- 
grooved bulge, then there is ground 
fall potential on easy ground to the 
anchor. Andrew Macfarlane 1995 


CD **21 Don't Miss the Dish 18m 

^ ® Up the deep groove with exciting 
• moves on textured slopers to the 1st 
clip. Rock left via two mono sidepulls 
and smear past the break. Bridging to 
the top is pure loveliness. 

Andrew Macfarlane 1995 


© *22 Black Doris 20m 

5 ® I he diagonal water streak mak^ 
staunch line with some feisty 
pulling past the 2nd boh. \c 
ledge, traverse right to an enr -i 
arete. John McCartney /W> 


23 Toeing the Line 23m 

well-protected and testing wc 
imb on the front side ot the wa. 
jsitive holds soon become >•*•' 
nish up the arete. 

15 Get in Behind ya Bastard 20m 

i easy slab leads to delightful bndg 
g, palming and smearing. 1 
)Tthy. John Dale, John ( '”V 

Fin lingers 13m 

p the slab as lor G* » * J 

\stard then step r.ght P 
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Politics "Wall 

This wall has excellent rock and moves that 
demand everything from crimp power to mono 
manoeuvres. 


0 16 Slip-Slop-Splat 9m 

^ ® Looks cute, but could spit you off at 
any of the three cruxes, as it did the 
first ascentionist who had a grounder 
from the 2nd bolt. Jo Kippax 1995 


Stfcaphrantic Arete 

The next wide gully has two proud 
the prominant left buttress. 


aretes on 


© *21 Sycophrantic 20m 

5 ® A high, weather-beaten pillar cut with 
horizontal breaks. Traverse left to the 
* st bolt and use opposing pressure to 
Timmy past the mid-way break. The 

hist section is pleasantly exposed. 
jo Kippax 1996 

^ ** 20 The Climb With No Name 20m 

I (, vely line up the faint groove with a 
slight run-out at the top. 

® Open Project 16m 

5 f ^ us tained pocket climbing that gets 
slopcy at the top. Will be a good one. 

h a grade / 4 sbib at the head of the 
* )■ I he next climbs are back down at the 
Kul ‘y entrance. 
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*20 Writer's Blank 15m 

A sneaky traverse along the groove. 
After some dainty footwork, the last 
reachy move will be easy or a total calf 
stretcher, depending on your height. 

Jo Kippax 1995 

20 Reiter's Bonk 12m 

A sequencey climb that joins Writers 
Blank mid-way along the traverse. 
From behind the bush, good holds 
lead to the bolt. A crimpy crux to blank 
slopers. Jo Kippiix 1995 

*>23 Sad State of the Socialist State 12m 

A beaut climb. Find good jugs oH the 
,edge and head left where subde 

m ovestakeyoutorf.ed,agonap 

Go right on shifty slopers to a s.g 

tv*Iie*f’ ton-out. Jo KippM I*>5 



Crauitran Raaf 

This is the next wide, cirque-shaped gully. It has 
amazing rock formations and a spectacular 
overhanging roof at the head of the gully. 


20 Ethics Is a Place in England 12m 

2 « Intimidating and boulders mows 
the 1st bolt, then its nice ini', 't 
over the bulge. Jo Ktpvdx 


*24 The Gravitron 10m 

A 9 W ild terrain takes vou in a 1 

4 r 

are under the root. -I l Ritchie 
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•if* *16 Feminist Wiles 15m 

6? (dinib die leaning arete, aiming for 
the smooth fate. I lead left past a gen¬ 
erous undertling to top-out. 

Jo Ktppax / vv5 


Al Ritchie on the first ascent 
of The Gravitron 24 . 
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Classic Wall 

This wall extends from the right side of the 
Gravitron Roof down to the base of the gully. 

The first climbs are on a slender slab of rock. 

v - 

^ 19 Competitive Networking 15m 

6? ^ lart at the scoop and pull through 
the steep section using mighty big 
pockets. Delicately smear up the 
rounded and cruxy bulge. Jo Kippax 1995 

* 16 The Dead Go Direct 18m 

Qn the front face of the pillar, inch up 
t0 cons istent slab climbing. Once 
na nied the Dead Goat Arete, Chinese 
w bispers must have worked their 
maglc on the route name. Jen Purdie 


© ** 17 Vociferous Resistance 9m 

4 ? hacl up rounded holds and follow the 
tib right of the groove. A Castle 
I liIIesque top-out. Jo Kippax 1996 

) *17 Vertiginous Existence 8m 

f 1 load for the small, yellow roof and 
palm down to rock into the groove. 
Pleasant bridging from here. 

Jo Kippax 1996 

© 16 Flatulent Persistence 7m 

2 « The dimpled section of rock behind 
the cabbage tree. Fancy footwork gets 
you over the lip. Jo Kippax 1996 


0 18 Grunt 'n' Go 6m 

2 ® Steep moves on good holds lead to a 
two-crank crux. Single bolt anchor. 

© ★*24 Solaris 24m 

t ® A bulbous wall with two weird cruxes 
over the blobs. Start at the bright 
orange rock and pull over the bulge 
using great pockets. Rest well for the 
top moves. Ivan Vostinar 2004 


© **15 The Castledowns Classic 30m 

g « A consistently intriguing adventure \ 
J with many little cruxes and curious 
moves. It’s easiest to collect the draws 
by bringing the second up and abseil¬ 
ing off the front face. You can just 
reach the ground on a 50m rope but 
two abseils are possible. Al Ritchie 1996 

© **20 Closing Time 30m 

10 ® Starts up the slot to easy slab. Cross 
S over Castledowns Classic, then join it 
for 2 bolts. Head right onto the awe¬ 
some head-wall. John Dale 2012 

© *21 Old Black 23m 

, s A difficult bottomless chimney to 

1 easy ground. Tricky to big |ug ^ 
lovely steep climbing to hnish. 

John Dale 2012 




7 he Shelf 

This is the front wall of the turret. Tf 
pitches of climbing, radical cranky 
overhanging jamming in pockets! 


^ *23 Omelette 13m your way up the steepness. 

4 £ Steep climbing up the pocketed crack. ~ 1 ... 

well worth a go and not too daunting ^ rx , ,, , , 

once you find the holds. Short and 4 S : , • • , 

_ r . r r , on the arete, throwing in a neel n 

powerful. Jo Kippax 1995 c, 

tor good measure. Jo Kippax 19 ‘h 

€> *20 Chicken-Shit 12m c „ , , / / / /, 

^ c_• • , . , „ Small buttress to the right of the met 

4 9 rantastic jugs up the pocketed wall to 
• ' ... ,, accessed via the right gully. 

a slopey top-out. Sidepull the slight c 5 * 

arete to a welcome chickenhead. (5) 15 Self Propelled Undies 12m 

RichardKersel 1995 ® Left arete with grippy rock. 

. __ " Callum Hudson , John Dale 2012 

© Anti-Anhedoma E3 

Jo Kippax 1995 (D 14 Middle Route 12m 

pi ?i 17 m r' l i Up the middle via good holes ai 

3 ® PI 21 12m Casual moves up the cen- 3^ f 

tral face to a mantle that takes some- ^° C e S ’ 

gusto and grunting to surmount. © 16 Gettinq Ink Done12m 

f. Up the crack on enormous hofcfc* 

• right to be dumfounded by the i»U 

ish rock-over. Easy finish. 

Callum Hudson. John Dale -01- 
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(D *15 Womb with a View 8m 

3 f ( -lassie smearing and palm-down 
manoeuvres make this challenging. 
Start on the short slab and use the 
crack right of the bolts. Finishes left 
up the spine. Jo Kippax 1995 

^ Shellfish Desires E2 

3 ? PI *12 12m I his could feel harder if 
- V() u ttre not used to this style of climb- 
* n g- Head straight up the middle of 
[ fe face and top-out on the bushy 
^'hge. I he last hold is a fossilised 
s hell! Janine Wiles 1996 

3 y P2 16 10m A harder but still satisfying 
hnale to this line. Jo Kippax 1996 

^ 16 Taxadermist 10m 

3 f 1 he left route from the ledge above 
^ ,rst pitch of Shellfish Desires. 
ur, y m °ves then smear up the easy 
groove. John and Ethan Dale, John Grogan 2012 


® 21 Welcome to the Jungle 17m 

Sf Cli P the f, rst 2 bolts of Girl or, a 
Swing and head slightly left via a cou 
pie of smeary cruxes. 

John Dale, John Grogan 2014 

G) *18 Girl on a Swing 11m 

3 « A tactical enterprise that curves right¬ 
wards over quality rock. Good body 
tension through the crux will fight the 
swing. 

G) *21 Gumboot Revival 19m 

® This wide scoop has apparently been 
responsible for a few reverse skin 
grafts. Start on the rocky ledge and 
feel your way to steep ground. A heel 
hook and rock-over makes the crux 
look stylish. Andrew Macfarlane 

(£) *18 Steam Punk 12m 

e Step off the start stone and up the 

s nice white-streaked face. The dim 
can be extended by moving right via a 
crux to the arete and finishing up 
Kingston Flyer at grade 21. 

John Dale 2014 










TJunnq Cully 

This is a long, narrow gully with quite a lot of 
vegetation. There is some good climbing at the 
entrance but it is also worth checking out the 
climbs at the top. 


7? 


© 
8 • 


© 

7? 


2 ? 


*19 Kingston Flyer 24m 

I his is an outstanding line at the 
entrance to the gully. Boulder across 
the scoop and smear up the slab, find¬ 
ing the occasional pocket. Finish 
straight up the small prow. An alter¬ 
native finish is to move left up the 
exposed arete. Andrew Macfarlane 1996 

*16 Never Say Nevis Again 22m 

A long route with stealthy moves 
between rests. Holding your breath 
helps? An alternative finish is to head 
left for the top half at roughly the 
same grade. Jo Kippax 1996 

* 17 Johnny Walker Wisdom 22m 

Climbs the slab just left of the vegeta¬ 
tion Sustained smearing and hand 
holds appear just when you need 
them. John Dale, John Grogan 2013 

16 Ron Burgundy 10m 

Opposite Never Say Nevis Again is a 
small route with bouldery moves. 

John and Ethan Dale 2009 


Scramble to the head of the gully tofi„d, hls 
streaked, south-facing wall 

<£> *21 Suicide Bunny 13m 

3 ? A radically dimpled wall. Climb the 
yellow rock to a jug band, then ease 
up a steep section. Traverse left along 
the top section of pockets to a das¬ 
tardly mantle. I he single belay bolt is 
3m back and can be backed up with a 
long sling. AlRitchie 


lap Hat 

At the very top of the Bunny Gully is a fasci¬ 
nating collection of featured walls. The most 
distinctive is an archway called Top Hat. The 
I first route is on the uphill side of the arch. 

20 Jiggy With It 8m 

^ e A north-facing slab on the left boul¬ 
der. An easy start through aerated 
rock thins out considerably up the 
face. Single bolt anchor. 

On the right side of the arch: 

& 19 Ornithology 8m 

^ £ A powerful start through to - sc>lUt 
mega pockets, topped off by a re.u 
move. 
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(h: the froM side of the lop Hat: 

jj *14 Top Hat 14m 

8 Start smartly up the arete and it 01 
4 / t he ritz on the headwall. 

■jhe Hauler Area 

To the right of the Bunny Gully entra are 
some very cool boulder problems. Furth right 
iqain, the wall hosts some quality face mbs. 


$ *16 The Hauler 15m 

Named after the gouges lei by a 
s winch during a Search and Rescue 
training exercise. Boulder onto the 
slab and creep past difficult moves to 
reach the top groove. 

/ 5m right is a water groove: 

© 13 Cutting Your Teeth 13m 

3 « Short slab left of the crack. A well fea¬ 

tured start to a juggy finish. 

John and Zoe Dale 2010 

© *21 I Got The Whiskey Baby 16m 

4 ? A smeary climb just right of the vege¬ 

tated gully. An easy start to a fat 
undercling, then the tenuous step-ups 
get easier as you go. 

John and Ethan Dale 2010 

® * 20 Parsimonious Bastard 15m 

3 ? Outrageous fun and games. Bridge 
and wedge various body parts in the 
groove. Andrew Macfarlane 1995 

*23 Tunnel Vision 15m 

3 f J hink laterally for this. A juggy start 
leads to the base of the groove where 
some sidewinding should help the 

cause. Andrew Macfarlane 1999 



Locals on Shellfish Desires 12, page 457 









